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Gandhi was disappointed once more at his failure to
negotiate with the Government and went through a three
weeks' fast. For months after his recovery from the
effects of the fast he devoted himself to the cause of the
Depressed classes, but it was not possible to leave the Con-
gress in an unsettled state in regard to its policy of civil
disobedience. Although the movement had already lost
its hold on the majority of the " civil resisters," Gandhi's
views about its importance in Indian political life had
undergone no change. He was not prepared to regard the
suspension of the movement as a confession of failure, and
maintained that the Congress workers had not adhered
to the principle of Satyagraha.1 He declared that " the
secrecy that has attended the movement is fatal to its suc-
cess. If, therefore, the movement is to be continued, I
would urge those who are guiding the movement in different
parts of the country to discard all secrecy."
A Conference of some of the representative leaders of
the Congress was convened in Poona to decide whether the
Civil Disobedience Movement should be totally abandoned,
or suspended for a time, or resumed. Here Gandhi was
severely criticized for his guidance in this matter, and opinion
in the Conference was in favour of the withdrawal of the
movement. But the Conference was adjourned without
arriving at a definite decision. The matter was left to the
Working Committee of the Congress.
To Gandhi the principle of civil disobedience is as strong
and vital as his religious convictions. Although the majority
of the Working Committee of the Congress favoured with-
drawal of the civil disobedience programme, he warned his
followers that any such step would mean the denial of their
faith in the movement. It was pointed out to him that, so
long as the Government maintained its repressive policy,
mass civil disobedience would only aggravate the situation,
causing untold misery and suffering to the people who were
in any way connected with the Congress. He therefore
1 Passive resistance.

